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mg*  from 


w»  as  a  compteton  ol  his¬ 
torical  data  and  rsport*  from 
convention  BnBtat.  has  bash 
posted  online  at  www.«bc 
net/annuals/  Hard  copies 
are  available  while  aupplw 
last  by  emaMng  annuaMebc. 
net.  and  will  be  shipped  by 
the  first  week  of  October 
Digital  copies  of  all  previous 
SBC  Annuals  dating  back  to 
the  convention’s  founding  « 
1846  can  also  be  found  at 
www.sbe.net/annuals/. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  WWA 
FACES  ANOTHER  SUIT 


in  federal  court  Aug 
the  university  revoked 


to  'share  the  group's  faith 
and  exemplify  He  Chris¬ 
tian  values,'  according  to 
the  complaint  fied  by  the 
nonprofit  Becket  Fund  for 
Mkgious  Liberty. 


FETED  BY  UFEWAY 

NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local 
reports)  -  LifeWay  Christian 


lOyaar  anniversary  of  the 
latest  Baptist  Hymnal  'The 
original  idea  was  that  a  new 
hymnal  for  Bapbsts  would  be 
digital  only."  said  Mike  Har¬ 
lan.  director  of  UfeWtsy  Won 
ship  and  former  Mississippi 
Baptist  music  mmistar.  "but 
we  did  extensive  research 
and  discovered  almost  half  of 
the  churches  we  served  still 
hskt  hymnals  every  week ' 
The  result  was  UfeWay  s 
new  physical  hymnal  a  web 
site  for  digital  worship  re¬ 
sources  at  LifeWayWorship 
com.  and  full  accompani¬ 
ment  orchestrations  of  every 
song  m  the  hymnal 


YEARS  AGO  -  Two  unidentified  employees  of  the  Relief  and  Annuity  Board  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  are  shown  in  this  !930s-era  photo,  likely  taken  in  the  board’s  former  offices  in  the 
Tower  Petroleum  Budding  in  downtown  Dallas  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Guide  Stone) 

GuideStone  passes  century  mark 

ing  concern.’ May 
you  continue  to 
grow  and  go.* 
Growing 
and  going  has 
been  part  of  the 

_  -  GuideStone  sto- 

DALLAS  (BP  and  local  ra-  Thomas.  In  it,  Lunsford  was  LUMI^  ly  now  ^ 
porta)  —  In  early  August  1918,  advised  that  the  State  of  Tex-  yem  in  providing  products 
William  Lunsford,  the  found-  as  on  July  31  had  granted  the  and  services  that  churches  and 
ins  chief  executive  of  what  charter  for  what  was  named  ministries  need, 
today  is  GuideStone  Financial  the  Board  of  Ministerial  Relief  "On  every  desk  at  Guide- 

Resources  of  the  Southern  and  Annuities.  Stone  is  a  small  sign  thgt 

Baptist  Convention,  recefvMH  ~  '  '~a  — 

a  letter  from  trustee  Cullen  F. 


SBC’s  financial  services 
entity  looks  to  future  after 
move  to  new  headquarters 


Thomas.  In  it,  Lunsford  was 
advised  that  the  State  of  Tex¬ 
as  on  July  31  had  granted  the 
charter  for  what  was  named 
the  Board  of  Ministerial  Relief 
and  Annuities. 

The  closing  line  of  the  letter 
simply  said,  "You  are  now  a  ‘go- 


m  OLNOESTONE  on  p  9 


Ag  missions  meeting  slated  for  Aug,  25 


STARKVILLE,  Ma.  (Special) 
—  The  semi-annual  meeting 
of  the  Agricultural  Develop¬ 
ment  Foundation  (ADF)  will 
be  August  25  at  First  Church, 
Starkvule. 

Keynote  speaker  will  be  Har¬ 
old  Watson,  retired  Southern 
Baptist  agricultural  mission¬ 
ary  to  Philippines.  Also  hon¬ 
ored  will  be  h£s  wife  Joyce,  who 
served  with  him  on  the  mission 
field  for  the  33  years. 

The  Watsons’  work  resulted 
in  the  establishment  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  churches,  and  Harold 
Watson  received  international 
recognition  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  techniques  that  enabled 
poor  Filipino  farmers  to  pro¬ 
duce  their  own  food. 

The  most  well-known  of 
Harold  Watson's  innovations 
in  Philippines  was  Sloping  Ag- 


H  a  raid  (left)  and  Joyce  Watson 

ricultufal  Land  Technology 
(SALT),  which  reduced  erosion 
and  improved  soil  fertility.  He 
was  awarded  the  Ramon  Mag- 
saysay  Award  for  International 
Understanding,  often  called  the 
"Nobel  Prize  of  Asia." 

Other  recognitions  followed, 
including  a  citation  from  then- 
Philippine  President  Corazon 


Aquino  and  a  World  Food  Day 
Silver  Medal  from  the  U.  N. 
Food  and  Agriculture  Organiza¬ 
tion  in  1991- 

After  the  Watsons'  retire¬ 
ment,  they  remained  active  for 
twenty  years  in  agricultural 
missions  through  ADF  with 
Harold  serving  as  project  co¬ 
ordinator  and  Joyce  serving  as 
treasurer.  They  recently  refried 
from  those  responsibilities. 

The  meeting  in  Starkvilie  will 
be  at  the  Warehouse  Outreach 
Center  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
with  registration  beginning  at 
9:30  a.m.  The  meeting  will  begin 
at  10:00  a.m.  and  lunch  will  be 
available.  The  Agricultural  Mis¬ 
sion  Fellowship  will  meet  at  1.00 
p.m.  and  dismiss  at  2:00  p.m. 

For  more  information,  in¬ 
cluding  directions  and  agenda, 
visit  www.adfinissions.org. 


Army  base 
undergoing 


Mo.  (BP  and  local  re¬ 
ports)  —  This  year  U.  S. 
Army  Chaplain 
(Capt.)  Jose  1  — 11  1 
Rondon  has 
seen  an  amaz¬ 
ing  1,400-plus 
professions 
of  faith  at  the 
Army’s  Fort 
Leonard  Wood  Dr.larvr,w 
base  in  the  RONDO" 
Missouri  Ozarks,  his  place  of 
ministry. 

In  the  midst  of  what  could 
be  described  as  a  spiritual 
awakening  at  the  61,000-acre 
base  bordering  the  city  of  St. 
Robert  in  Pulaski  County, 
Rondon  summariaes  his  part 
in  the  effort  with  one  word: 
intentkmality-  “To  ba  .in¬ 
tentional  is  to  be  faithful  to 
Christ  and  obedient  to  His 
Great  Commission,  but  we 
will  not  succeed  in  making 
disciples  until  the  loot  make 
the  first  step  to  follow  Christ 
as  their  Savior. 

“To  be  intentional  not 
only  means  to  preach  Christ’s 
Word  in  the  chapel,  but  to  be 
sensitive  to  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  share  His  message  of  rec¬ 
onciliation  if,  and  when,  the 
time  fits.* 
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WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Lesson  learned 


in!!  after  MHUng  a  lawquttlM  week 
involving  the  rape  of  a  13-year  old  girl 
in  2616  at  Falls  Creek  Baptist  Confer¬ 
ence  Center,  die  massive  encamp¬ 
ment  of  the  Baptist  General  Conven¬ 
tion  of  Oklahoma  (BGCO). 

It  is  with  the  confidence  that  Okla¬ 
homa  Baptists  would  want  the  rest 
of  us  to  avoid  their  misfortune  and 
prevent  such  an  occurrence  where  we 
can,  that  I  write  about  the  incident  in 
the  hope  that  all  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  and  church  leadership  will 
take  heed.  That’s  the  only  reason. 

The  following  information  is 
sourced  from  a  specific  article  pub- 
lished  by  Baptist  Press  on  Aug.  7. 
as  well  as  earher  reports  earned  by 


for  Ms  actioas  vrfrile  working  as  a  cook 
with  a  group  of  FAB*  Creek  attendees 
from  Country  Estates  Church  in  Mid¬ 
west  City,  Ok,  according  to  The  Okla¬ 
homan  newspaper  in  Oklahoma  City. 

Information  gathered  during  inves¬ 
tigations  allege  that  Petty  spent  several 
days  “grooming'  the  victim.  Grooming 
in  this  context  ts  defined  as  befriend¬ 
ing  and  otherwise  preparing  a  young 
boy  or  girl  who  has  been  targeted  for 
sexual  contact. 

No  background  check  on  Petty  was 
undertaken  by  Country  Estates  Church 
before  shipping  him  off  to  Falls  Creek 
with  the  group  from  the  church.  The 
Falls  Creek  administration  apparently 
failed  to  confirm  that  adults  ■amtsd 
to  the  encampment  with  their  respec¬ 
tive  youth  groups  had  unttegooe 
background  checks,  even  though  BGCO 
tv  hey  requires  churches  to  vet  adults 
before  allowing  them  to  come  to  Falls 
Creek  with  youth  groups. 

,  With  54,000  people  attending  Falls 
Creek  events  each  summer,  that  can 
be  a  tremendous  -  but  necessary  - 
undertaking. 

A  background  check  on  Petty  woukl 
have  revealed  a  drunk  driving  offense 
in  2014  and  a  municipal  drug  para¬ 
phernalia  offense  in  2000,  The  Oklaho¬ 
man  reported,  adding  “it  is  unknown 
whether  that  information  wouWhave 
prompted  church  officials  to  exclude 
him  from  attending  the  camp.' 

No  matter.  A  civil  lawsuit  was  filed 
against  Falls  Creek,  Country  Estates 
Church,  and  the  Texas  church  that 


a  Hon  with  s 
had  been  inj 
first -degree  r 
other 


to  Falls  Creek. 


t  Church  and  the  Texas 


5  that  in  addition  to 
tv.  Falls  Creek  admitted 
ther  church  group  who 
on  for  two  counts  of 
slaughter,  and  yet  an- 


and  rhflrl  Hnkingw  meyit 

It’s  a  mess.  A  real  mess.  It  seems 
it  won’t  ho  away.  Compounding  the 
scandal  is  the  fed  that  in  exchange  for 
hia  gufity  plea,  tbe  legaDy-bhnd  Petty 
was  allowed  to  escape  punishment  A 
plea  deal  struck  with  the  prosecutor 

in  prison.  The  prosecutor  has  since 


such  as  summer  mi**,  is  a  daunting 
task  these  days.  Secular  and  business 
interests  realize  this,  too.  Religious 
institutions  aren't  the  only  ones  who 
have  to  figure  out  ways  to  protect  the 
innocence  of  the  children  entrusted 
to  our  care. 

Howto  do  that?  It's  complicated, 
but  one  step  is  highly  effective:  back¬ 
ground  checks.  An  axiom  known  to 
all  law  enforcement  officers  is,  “Past 
behavior  is  the  best  predictor  of  future 
behavior.’  Most  sexual  predators  are 
so  obsessive  about  their  prey  that  they 
have  committed  illegal  acts  in  the  past 
that  will  likely  be  revealed  during  a 
background  check. 

While  not  perfect,  background 
check*  are  a  powerful  backstop  in  the 
fight  to  protect  the  spiritual  wellness, 
emotional  development,  and  physi¬ 
cal  wholeness  of  our  children  from 
people  who  would  rob  them  of  all 
three  in  one  despicable  act 

That  price  is  too  high  to  pay.  By 
comparison,  background  checks  arc 
well  worth  the  expense.  Let’s  not  find 
out  the  hard  way. 

Editor's  Note:  UfeWau  OneSource, 
a  ministry  of  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  a)  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  Nashville,  endorses 
backgroundchecks.com  to  perform 
screenings  for  chinches  tmd  other 
ministries.  Through  the  OneSource 
program,  ministries  can  receive 
disanaits  on  background  checks.  JRor 
more  information,  uisit  lifeway  com/ 
backgroundchecks. 


his  point: 
things  for  the  elect’s  sakes,  that  they 
may  also  obtain  the  salvation  which  is 
in  Christ  Jesus  with  eternal  glory.’ 

(2  Tim.  2:10). 

The  basic  premise  of  Calvinism  is 
that  God  has  already  elected  who  will 
be  saved,  and  has  rejected  other*.  Sup¬ 
posedly,  that  decision  was  made  before 
the  world  was  created  but  Paul  said 
to  Timothy  that  he  endured  affliction 
that  they  (the  elect)  might  also  obtain 
salvation.  That’s  strange  because,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Calvinists,  the  salvation  of 
the  elect  is  a  done  deal. 

Why  then  was  Paul  concerned  about 
“the  elect’  being  saved?  Why  would  he 
and  the  other  apostles  subject  them- 
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selves  to  anguish,  pain,  and  even  death 
if  who  will  be  saved  and  who  will  be 
lost  has  already  been  decided?  That 
would  be  a  silly  thing  to  do  and  a  waste 
of  time! 

The  truth  is  Paul  was  no  Calvinist 
and  to  use  that  verse  to  teach  that  he 
was  is  absurd,  for  Paul  was  speaking 
of  his  fellow  Hebrews,  the  true  elect 
of  God  (italics  are  emphases  mine): 
“For  Jacob  my  servant’s  sake,  and 
Israel  mine  elect,  I  have  called  thee  by 
thy  name.*  (Isa.  45:4).  Paul  was  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  salvation  of  his  fellow 
Israelites:  “I  say  then.  Hath  God  cast 
aside  his  people?  God  forbid.  ‘For  I  also 
am  an  Israelite,  of  the  seed  of  Abra¬ 
ham.  of  the  tribe  of  Beniamin...  Even 
so  at  this  present  time  also  there  is  a 
remnant  (of  Israelites)  according  to  the 
election  (ekloge  -  the  choice)  ofGod.’ 
(Rom.  It:  t-5) 

If  God  has  predetermined  who  will 
be  saved  and  who  will  be  lost,  why  then 
did  Jesus  die  on  a  cross  for  all  man¬ 
kind?  Note  what  He  said  about  who 
can  obtain  salvation:  ‘For  God  so  loved 
the  world  (kosmos  -  the  sum  total  of 
all  mankind),  that  he  gave  hia  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  (pas  - 
anyone  and  everyone  that)  believeth 


with  Donnie  Guy 


in  him  should  not  perish  (apollumi  - 
be  lost),  but  have  everlasting  life." 

(Jn.  3:16) 

Now,  that  alone  should  be  evidence 
enough  that  anyone  can  be  saved,  but 
let's  see  if  the  Bible  proves  whether 
Paul  was  a  Calvinist  or  not  by  sharing 
what  he  himself  penned  in  Scripture. 
To  aid  us  in  our  search,  I  have  trans¬ 
lated  some  Greek  words. 

Note  what  Paul  said  to  the  Roman 
church:  “For  whosoever  (pas  -any¬ 
one  and  everyone  that)  shall  call  upon 
the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved.* 
(Rom.  10:13.),  and  what  he  said  to 
Timothy:  “For  this  is  good  and  accept¬ 
able  in  the  sight  of  God  our  Saviour; 
Who  will  (thelo  -  who’s  desire  it  is  to) 
have  all  men  (anthropos  -  anyone  and 
everyone)  to  be  sav  id,  and  to  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  truth."  (iTim.2:3-4) 

Also  to  Titus:  “For  the  grace  of  God 
(charis  -  unmerited  favor)  that  brings 
salvation  (eternal  salvation)  hath  ap¬ 
peared  (has  shined  light)  to  all  men 
(anthropos  -  anyone  ana  everyone).* 
(Tit.  2:11)  That  verse  goes  along  with 
Ephesians  2:8  -  “Forty  grace  (cha¬ 
rts  -  unmerited  favor),  are  ye  saved 
through  faith  (pistis  -  being  persuader 
by  the  Word  ofGod  and  the  Spirit).’ 

Paul  was  speaking  to  the  Ephesi.i  1 
about  salvation  but,  if  who  will  be 
saved  and  who  will  be  lost  has  already 


.  Neither  was  the  Apostle  Peter  a  Cal¬ 
vinist,  for  he  said  that  is  it  not  “God's 
will*  that  anyone  be  lost:  “The  Lord  is 
not  slack  concerning  his  promise,  as 
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U.S.  Army  chaplain  faces  court  martial,  prison 


was  derelict  in  nis  duties  for  tary  affairs.  pointed  out. 

rescheduling  a  marriage  re-  The  Army  "is  threatening  Squires  has  "our  fui.’  sup- 
treat  he  was  assigned  to  lead  to  punish  one  of  its  chap-  port  and  prayers  as  be  remains 
in  order  to  avoid  a  lesbian  lains  because  be  followed  the  faithful  to  his  Lord,  his  tenets 
couple,  the  chaplain’s  attor-  rules,*  Berry  said  in  an  Aug.  of  faith,  and  his  commitment 
ney  baa  said.  6  press  release  in  response  to  to  serve  all  soldiers  under  his 

Ui.  Army  Chaplain  (Major)  the  investigator’s  report.  The  care,'  Carver  stressed. 

Jerry  Scott  Squires  refused  to  Army,  or  Congress,  must  hold  After  an  extended  investi- 
conduct  a  Strong  Bonds  mar-  Major  General  (Kurt)  Sonntag  gation.  Ford  said  Squires  de- 
riage  retreat  because  a  lesbian  accountable  for  allowing  this  nied  the  lesbian  couple  "op- 
officer  planned  to  attend,  the  aggressive  anti-religious  portunity  to  attend,  a  Strong 
investigating  officer  identi-  hostility  against  its  military  Bonds  retreat  run  by  and  paid 
fied  only  as  Major  Ford  said  chaplains  to  occur  under  for  by*  the  Army  and  violated 
at  the  close  of  an  extended  in-  his  command.*  Army  Regulation  (AR)  165-1 

vestigation.  Sonntag  is  command-  ‘when  he  failed  to  notify  his 

Squires  is  endorsed  by  the  ing  general  of  the  U.S.  Army  command  and  his  chaplain 
Southern  Baptist  North  Amer-  Special  Operations  Center  of  technical  chain  that  he  could 
ican  Mission  Board  (NAMB),  Excellence,  which  initiated  not  perform  services  for  (les- 
which  does  not  affirm  same  the  retreat.  bians)  due  to  his  endorser  re- 

sex  marriage.  Following  Army  The  ‘dereliction  of  duty*  strictions.* 
protocol  mat  requires  him  recommendation  follows  In  its  defense  of  Squires, 
to  adhere  to  the  tenets  of  his  Ford’s  second  investigation  First  Liberty  said  Ford’s  re¬ 
endorsing  agency,  Squires  re-  of  the  complaint  filed  Feb.  6.  port  stands  on  a  “false  K  "em- 
schedulea  the  retreat  to  allow  After  an  initial  finding  that  ise*  that  the  lesbian  couple 
a  non-Southern  Baptist  chap-  Squires  unlawfully  discrimi-  was  denied  opportunity  to 
lain  to  facilitate  the  event.  nated  against  the  couple,  attend  the  retreat,  when  in 
The  lesbian  couple  regis-  Ford  was  ordered  April  28  to  actuality  they  “elected  not 
tered  to  attend  the  retreat  reopen  his  investigation,  ac-  to  attend." 
on  its  rescheduled  date,  but  cording  to  an  Army  memo-  Ford  overlooked  facts,  con- 
cancelled  for  unspecified  rea-  randum  to  which  First  Liberty  tradicted  himself,  and  includ- 
sons.  Squires’  attorneys  said,  links  at  its  website.  ed  factual  and  legal  errors. 

Squires  "performed  his  NAMB  executive  direc-  discrepancies,  and  deficien- 
duties  with  professionalism  tor  of  chaplaincy  Douglas  L.  cies  in  his  report.  Berry  said, 
and  honor  according  to  the  Carver,  a  former  U.S.  Army  “Ford’s  report  of  investiga- 
expectations  of  his  endors-  chief  of  chaplains,  has  de-  tion  constitutes  a  clear  and 
ing  agency  and  Department  fended  Squires.  present  danger  to  the  Con¬ 

or  Defense  regulations,"  “The  relationship  between  stitutional  rights  of  all  chap- 
Squires1  attorney  Mike  Berry  endorsed  military  chaplains  lains,"  berry  told  the  Army  in 
said,  'Arty  attempt  to  charac-  and  their  ecclesiastic*!  author-  his  official  response  to  Ford’s 
terize  his  actions  otherwise  ia  ity  is  sacrosanct  and  protect  Cxi  findings, 
the  result  of  blatant  anti-reli-  by  the  First  Amendment  of  the  If  ?jmy  chaplains  are  to 
gious  hostility."  U.S.  Constitution,"  Carver  told  maintain  any  trust  and  confi- 

A  decorated  major  with  Baptist  Press  after  Ford’s  ini-  dence  in  their  ability  to  per- 
more  than  25  years  of  service,  rial  findings.  form  their  duties  without  fear 


possible  for  campers  visit-  where  our  campers  can  expe- 
Falls  Creek. ’  rience  life  with  Jesus  Christ. 

BGCO  communications  di-  "We  are  thankful  that  the 
tor  Brian  Hobbs,  who  also  ministry  of  Falls  Creek  con- 
ves  aa  editor  of  The  Baptist  tinues  forward  to  bless  thou- 
ssenger,  the  convention’s  sands  o.  people  in  Oklahoma 
ekly  news  journal,  said  in  a  and  across  the  region,  for  the 
tement  released  to  Baptist  glory  of  God." 

■s8_*We  have  prayed  tor  a  The  victim’s  attorney  Bruce 
pnnWresolution  of  this  Robertson  told  The  Oklaho- 
y  senRs  matter.  Looking  man,  "We  are  glad  the  mat- 
the  future,  we  are  continu-  ter  was  resolved  to  the  satis- 
y  working  with  churches  to  faction  of  our  client  and  her 
:e  every  measure  we  can,  to  family,  as  they  have  suffered 
rvide  a  safe  enviapnment  greatly  from  this  event. 


Petty  would  have  revealed  a 
drunk  driving  offense  in  2014 
and  a  municipal  drug  para¬ 
phernalia  offense  in  2000, 
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A  good  friend  of  mine  was  telling 
me  about  a  sad  and  difficult  time 
that  be  a&dJus  family  had  expe¬ 
rienced  back  during  the  summer.  They 
have  several  dogs  and  one  of  them  bad 
been  hit  by  a  car.  The  dog  lived  but 
had  two  broken  legs  on  the  same  side. 
The  owner  brought  the  dog  back  to  the 
house,  saw  what  had  happened,  and 
set  out  to  doctor  the  beloved  family 
pet.  He  described  the  medical  proce¬ 
dure  to  me  as  he  set  about  to  set  the 
bones  andput  splints  on  both  legs  of 
the  dog.  Then  he  gave  the  dog  some  of 
his  wife’s  antibiotics  and  some  aspirin 
andpetted  him  to  sleep. 

The  next  day  the  dog  was  not  up 
running  around,  but  he  was  awake 
and  alert.  Days  passed  and  slowly  but  . 
gradually  in  a  few  weeks,  the  dog  was 
walking  around.  The  proud  owner 
said  be  was  a  little  slanted,  but  he  was 
walking  okay.  He  went  on  to  tell  me 
that  if  you  would  put  him  on  the  side 
of  a  hill,  he  would  level  out.  It  sounds 
like  a  crazy  story,  but  it  really  hap¬ 
pened.  Now  after  some  more  weeks 
have  passed,  the  dog  is  still  slanted, 
but  he's  getting  around  real  good. 

The  only  reason  that  I  share  this  tid¬ 
bit  of  wisdom  with  you  is  because  some 
folks  that  we  meet  in  life  are  slanted, 
and  some  of  those  slanted  people  come 
to  our  churches.  They  too  may  have 
been  hit  by  some  of  the  high-speed  traf¬ 


The  Slanted  Dog 


fic  of  this  world,  or  they  may  have  just 
run  in  some  places  where  they  shouldn’t, 
some  places  where  they  have  been 
advised  not  to  go,  and  there  all  of  a  sud¬ 
den,  wham,  they  got  broken  up.  They 
needed  care  and,  hopefully,  received  it 
from  some  well-meaning  people  who 
would  be  around  them,  loving  them  and 
caring  for  them.  They  need  patching  up 
and  even  though  it  may  be  with  less  than 
perfection  from  the  medical  community, 
they  got  the  best  that  could  be  given.  In 
time,  they  too  healed  and  now  they  get 
to  stirring  around  and  they  look  just  a 
little  slanted. 


One  of  the  good  things  is  t  hat  those 
of  us  who  have  been  hurt  an.  t  healed 
and  walk  a  little  slanted  ourselves,  we 
look  at  those  folks  and  they  and  of 
look  normal.  At  least,  they  look  about 
as  normal  as  we  do.  They  are  grate¬ 
ful  to  be  alive  and  walking,  getting 
around,  and  so  are  we.  In  time,  with 
encouragement  and  time  for  healing, 
they  may  find  a  place  of  service  on  a 
hillside  where  they  even  seem  level 
and  somewhat  normal. 

The  old  crippled  dog  is  a  beautiful 
study  and  can  be  seen  aa  you  follow 
Jesus  as  He  selects  His  disciples. 


Twelve  of  them.  AH  of  them  from  dif¬ 
ferent  backgrounds.  All  of  them  with 
unique  stones.  AD  of  them  with  a  leg 
or  two  broken  in  life.  A  handful  of 
fishermen,  a  tax  collector,  one  or  all  of 
the?*-  with  busted  up  and  broken  prob¬ 
lems  and  none  of  them  professional, 
religious  people.  1  think  you  could 
say,  without  question,  all  of  them  a 
little  slanted. 

It  is  good  to  know  that  while  we  are 
all  like  that  —  hanged,  bruised,  and 
busted  sometimes  —  that  Jesus  comes. 
He  comes  to  help  and  love,  redeem 
and  restore.  He  comes  and  picks  us 
up,  points  us  in  the  right  direction, 
and  nudges  us  to  get  on  walking  down 
the  road  even  though  we  may  be  a 
little  slanted.  He  can  use  us  regard¬ 
less  of  our  deficiencies  and  our  lean¬ 
ings  that  make  others  stop  and  stare  at 
us.  He  created  us  and  now  can  enter 
into  recreating  us  and  helping  us  to 
find  just  the  right  place  where  twisted 
and  slanted  as  we  may  be,  we  iit  and 
God  can  wonderfully  use  us. 

To  all  the  slanted  dogs  out  there 
and  slanted  people  who  are  seeking 
to  follow  Jesus,  we  raise  our  voices 
together  to  say,  Thank  You,  God,  for 
touching  us,  healing  us.  and  allowing 
us  to  walk  this  journey  with  You." 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
directiont@mbcb.org. 
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BCO  WH  PBSO  XCEV  EWHD,  EBMH 


WHHO  YWBE  IH  WHBN:  YSEW  YWBE 


DHBPXNH  IH  DHEH,  SE  PWBGG  FH 


DHBPXNHO  EV  IVX:  BCO  XCEV  IVX 


EWBE  WHBN  PWBGG  DVNH  FH  TSKHC 


HEUCKS  RETREAT  BAPTIST 
CHURCH.  BROOKHAVEN,  NS  IS 
SEEKING  A  BI-VOCATIONAL  MINIS¬ 
TER  OF  MUSIC.  Persons  Interested 
may  final  resume  to  Coray  Myers 
at  cmyere913Agmail  com  or  mail  to 
Heucfcs  Retreat  Baptist  Church.  2167 
Heucki  Retreat  Rd  NE.  Broolhaven 
MS  38601.  attn  Corey  Myers  Ponton 
description  aval table  upon  request 
Deadline  to  apply  a  October  1,2016 
RICHMOND  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
RURAL  LEE  COUNTY.  MS.  NEAR  TU¬ 
PELO  IS  SEEKING  A  tl-VOCATIONAL 
PRAISE  TEAM  LEADER/MUSIC 
MINISTER.  Email  resume  lo  baptlslwor 
shipteederQgmel  com 


DBNM  RVXN:  EYHCEI-RVXN 


Clue:  S  =•  / 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  tried  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week’s  puzzle:  Mark  5:39 


By  Charles  Marx.  1932-2004.0  2005 
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Graham  is  centerpiece  of  _ 
new  satellite  radio  channel 


OBITUARIES 


Chari**  Fuller,  56,  a  Vir-  located  from  downtown  to 
nia  pastor  who  chaired  its  current  location  in  west 
e  Southern  Houston.  Following  an  early 

iptist  Con-  career  as  a  Dixieland  jazz 

ntion  (SBC)  trumpeter,  Bisagno  was 

■ace  Commit-  ■—  saved  and  called  to  ministry 

e,  died  July  in  1952.  He  served  as  an  itin- 


ASHEVILLE,  N.C.  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  A  permanent 
Sirius  XM  satellite  radio  chan¬ 
nel  dedicated  exclusively  to 
messages  from  "America's  Pas¬ 
tor’  will  launch  on  Aug.  20. 

The  Billy  Graham  Channel 
began  a  series  of  limited  runs 


for  about  a 


1985,  the  Peace  1965  the  pastorate  of  First 

Committee  fuller  Southern  Church  in  Del  City, 
was  charged  Ok.,  and  eventually  filling 

to  "seek  to  determine  the  the  pulpit  of  First  Church, 
sources’  of  controversy  amid  Houston.  Bisagno  earned 
the  convention's  Consents-  a  bachelor  of  music  degree 
tive  Resurgence  and  'make  from  Oklahoma  Baptist  Uni- 
findings  and  recommenda-  versify  and  multiple  honor- 
tions.'Among  Fuller’s  other  ary  doctorates,  and  authored 
denominational  service,  he  more  than  30  books.  He  is 
preached  the  convention  survived  by  three  adult  chil- 
sermon  in  1985  to  the  larg-  dren,  eight  grandchildren, 
est  SBC  annual  meeting  in  and  seven  great  grandchil- 
history  and  served  on  mul-  dren.  Funeral  service  was 
tiple  boards  and  committees,  held  at  First  Church,  Hous- 
including  chairman  of  the  ton,  on  Aug.  17.  (Baptist 
now-defunct  Radio  and  Tele-  Press  and  local  reports) 
vision  Commission  and  the 

Committee  on  Order  of  Busi-  Hueston  Adkins,  long¬ 
ness.  During  Fuller’s  38-year  time  Mississippi  Baptist 
pastorate  at  First  Church,  pastor,  died 
Roanoke,  Va.,  he  saw  mem-  August  3  at 
bershlp  grow  from  2,000  to  Poplar  Springs  W  T 
6,000  and  became  somewhat  Nursing  Cen-  Ijgul 
of  a  local  celebrity  in  south-  ter  in  Me-  Jr. 

Virginia  ridian.  He 
tevhrion  pastored  for  rlifiMfl 
mously,  over  50  years. 

6o-sec:  serving  Sylva-  AOkins 
Church 

;  Bethlehem  Church, 
West  Ellisville 
Lnurcn,  Ellisville;  First 
Church,  Mendenhall;  Wood- 
ville  Heights  Church,  Jack- 
son;  and  also  served  as  as- 
sociational  missions  director 
for  Jasper  County  in  Bay 

PMM - Springs.  After  retirement 

torates.  Fuller  was  preceded  he  was  interim  pastor  at 
- .rd  churches  includ¬ 
ing  First  Church,  Soso,  and 
Macedonia  Church,  Suqua- 
lena  In  1962.  Adkins  left 

nc  IS  »uum.u  vjj  m.o  »***“  fC  .  .  ™ 

wife  Carol,  three  sons,  eight  his  business  as  an  insurance 
agent  after  surrendering  to 
the  ministry  and  beginning 
dasses  at  Mississippi  Col- 
First  Church,  lege  in  Clinton,  from  which 


he  delivered  a  daily  L - 

ond  radio  devotional  called  rena 
God’s  Minute,  beginning  in  (twic 
1072.  A  native  of  Andalusia,  Laur, 
AJ.,  Fuller  earned  a  bachelor  Church, 
of  arts  from  the  University 
of  Richmond  in  Richmond, 

Va.,  and  a  bachelor  of  divin¬ 
ity  from  Southwestern  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Ft.  Worth.  He  was 
awarded  three  honorary  doc: 

in  death  by  his  first  wife  of  several 
44  years,  Pat,  and  his  second  ing  Ftg 
wife  of  four  years,  Margaret. 

He  is  survived  by  his  third 

WJIC  u-aiui,  IIUCV  owaao, 

grandchildren  and  five  great 
grandchildren.  A  service  of 
worship  and  celebration  was 


held  Aug.  3  at  I 
Roanoke.  (Bapt: 

John  Bwagr 

time  pastor  of 
in  Houston, 

Texas,  who 
nominated 
Kosciusko  na¬ 
tive  Morris 
Chapman  in 
his  victori¬ 
ous  race  for 
Southern  Bap- 

tion  president  in  l<m,  died  Adkins.  He  is  survived^by 
Aug.  5  in  Nashville  following  sons  Landry  Hueston  Adkins 
a  battle  with  cancer.  Dur-  of  Meridian  Jew*™** 
ins  Bisegno's  30-year  tenure  Adkins  and  Joseph  Bradford 
at  Firet  Church,  Houston,  Adkins  of  Houston,  Texas; 
beginning  in  1970,  the  con-  five  grandchildren;  and  two 
gregation  grew  from  fewer  great  grandchildren.  Funeral 
than  400  to  22,000  mem-  service  wasAugust  7  »t  Edon 
here.  Baptist  Press  reported  Church,  Striker,  njth  inter 
in  iooq.  During  that  period,  ment  in  the  Edon  Cemetery. 


he  graduated.  He  then  went 
on  to  earn  both  master  of 

divinity  and  doctor  of  nun-  Jason  Powell  (ttwd  from 
istry  degrees  from  New  Or-  ed  the  call  to  pastor  FIR 
leans  Seminary.  Adkins  was  Scott  Dearman.  Eric  Can 

preceded  in  death  by  his - - - 

wife,  Jane  Elizabeth  Ho-  1 

lifield  Adkins,  and  wife  of  f 

64  years,  Amie  Sue  Ham-  ( 

monds  Adkins;  his  parents, 


the*  church  atso  haptized  C^foniM  Chanel  Funerkl 
15,000  people,  gave  $250  Home  of  Bay  Springs  was  in 
million  to  missions,  and  re-  charge  of  arrangements. 


PINEVIEW  CHURCFCVAUREL.  catted 
Danny  Stringer  as  pastor  June  3.  He  is  shown 
with  h«  wife  Linda 
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Just  for  the  Record 


ROBINSON  CHURCH,  PEORIA,  hosted  a  bade  to  school 
•saw  Aug  4.  '.he  children  participated  in  a  Bible-baaed  and  com¬ 
munity  service  scavenger  hunt,  blessing  of  the  backpacks  service, 
received  an  assortment  of  school  supplies,  and  annoyed  pizza. 


gelism  ministry  with  International  Commission.  Monte  Claros.  Brazil-  and  July  16-21 
adults  served  with  M-Fuge  in  NashviHe.  Term. 


18  youth  and  six  McCemore.  Justin.  Brandy,  and  Kodi  Eads  and  Jeremy.  Jennifer, 
and  Prentiss  Watts. 


as:  S  5 

-8  r ’ S * 

9  ml  ...  3  *  1- 

3  * 

ft 
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Vacation  Bible  School 


LITTLE  BAHALA  CHURCH.  WESSON:  Shown  are  par 
ticipants 


ay  for  Glory  House,  a  local  nonprofit 
Christian  ouraach  facility.  Shown  is 
pastor  Danny  Stnnger  presenting  a 
check  to  owner  Hope  Staples 
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Just  for  the  Record 


bboSKha ’xz'ZZE. 

ids  Tables  were  decorated  tor  each  month  o<  era  Keoha  Boling,  Kerne  LeBienc.  Cindy  Send- 
'  '**'  *0«.  »Wey  Leblanc  (front).  Brittany  Ctorr,  and 


FIRST  CHURCH,  CLARA,  recognized  Youth  Minister.  Jason  L  Sehon.  and  his  wi 
August  5  for  hrs  20  years  of  service  as  Youth  Minister  at  FBC.  Clara  He  and  Marsha 


are  shown  with 


Youth  from  PROVIDENCE  CHURCH.  LAWRENCE  ASSOCIATION,  recently  did  wort  for  the 
Center  tor  Pregnancy  Choices  of  Lawrence  County  Tyler  and  Erica  Hester,  youth  ministers.  Scott 
Johnson,  pastor 


■.•sen  I  T  mu.  LnuBLM,  TOPE,  honored  high  school  and 
college  seniors  May  13.  Shown  are  deacon  Billy  Smith.  Zachary 
Sellers.  Caleb  Capwell.  and  interim  pastor  Bob  Self 
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Christian/fc^SiiJ  CONCEPT 


M  ' 


COMMISSION 


We  must  adhere  to  the  judicial 
principle  “Innocent  until 
proven  guilty.'  I  don’t  want 
to  appear  naive,  but  I  believe  we 
should  give  our  neighbor,  and  espe¬ 
cially  our  brother  or  sister,  the  benefit 
ofthe  doubt.  According  to  the  Golden 
•  .Rule  (Matthew  7:12  KJV,  “Therefore 
all  things  whatsoever  ye  would  that 
men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so 
to  them:  for  this  is  the  law  and  the 
prophets”),  we  are  supposed  to  treat 
others  the  way  we  would  like  to  be 
treated.  I  would  expect  the  “benefit 
of  the  doubt"  from  my  friends,  if  not 
from  my  enemies. 

James  4:11-12  says,  “Speak  not  evil 
one  of  another,  brethren.  He  that  spea- 
keth  evil  of  his  brother,  and  judgetn  his 
brother,  speaketh  evil  of  the  law,  and 
iudgeth  the  law:  but  if  thou  judge  the 
law,  thou  art  not  a  doer  of  the  law,  but 
a  judge.’  We  should  not  repeat  gos- 


On  the  other  hand 


sip,  but  we  also  should  not  believe  it  or 
listen  to  it.  In  fact,  if  we  love  the  person 
accused,  we  will  confront  in  love  the 
messenger  of  the  gossip. 

Too  many  believers  hold  to  the  idea 
that  ‘if  there’s  enough  smoke,  there 
is  definitely  fire.”  Dry  ice  produces 
plenty  of  smoke,  but  there  is  no  fire. 

Matthew  7:1  is  misused  often  — 
“Judge  not,  that  ye  be  not  judged.' 

It  does  not  say  to  the  local  church 
“discipline  not,  that  you  be  not  disci¬ 
plined.*  Go  read  Matthew  18:15-19. 

In  the  same  chapter  (strong  cross 
reference)  7:20,  “Wherefore  by  their 
fruits  ye  shall  know  them.’  One’s  fruit 


is  obvious  and  needs  no  speculation  or 
reading  between  the  lines  —  which  is 
the  idea  of  “judge’  in  verse  1.  ’Fruit’ 
is  objective;  “judging’  is  subjective. 

To  be  prejudiced  is  to  pre-judge  a 
situation  without  the  facts.  Only  God 
has  all  the  facts.  Thus,  ‘Innocent  till 
proven  guilty.' 

ON  THE  OTHER  HAND,  having 
said  all  this,  we  must  take  any  com¬ 
plaint  or  charge  seriously.  Sexual  ha¬ 
rassment,  spousal  abuse,  or  any  other 
misconduct  does  terrible  damage  to  the 
individual,  but  also  to  the  Kingdom. 

If  a  complaint  or  charge  is  frivo¬ 
lous,  we  bring  it  into  the  ’SONUGHT* 


to  expose  the  accuser  and  give  the 
accused  the  opportunity  to  defend 
themselves.  If  the  complaint  or 
charge  is  legitimate,  it  deserves  to  be 
brought  into  the  “SONLIGHT.”  “And 
ye  shall  know  tho  truth,  and  the  truth 
will  make  you  free,”  John  8:32. 

Proper  protocols  must  be  estab¬ 
lished  and  followed  in  any  ministry, 
business,  or  any  setting  in  order  to 
protect  the  vulnerable  and  the  inno¬ 
cent.  To  fail  to  do  this  is  irresponsible 
and  merits  consequences.  ON  THE 
OTHER  HAND,  we  must  practice  ‘In¬ 
nocent  till  proven  guilty/ 


gbui 

surer  of  the  Christian  Action  Com¬ 
mission.  He  can  be  reached  at  (601) 
292-3329/office.  (66a)  284-9163/ ceil, 
or  by  e-mail  at  kd 
tion.com. 


t  kdigbyt&christianac- 


CARVER 


AWAKENING 

com.  from  p.  1 

Because  of  his  reputation 
for  being  intentional  in  bis 
ministry,  many  have  come  to 
hear  Rondon  share  the  Gos¬ 
pel  on  Sundays. 

“We  have  seen 
1,459  soldiers 
come  to  Christ 
since  March  of 
this  year.  God 
is  doing  great 
things  at  Fort 
’.eonard  Wood 
among  the  hun¬ 
dreds  of  soldiers 
who  have  come  to  know  Christ 
personally." 

Retired  Major  General  Doug¬ 
las  L.  Carver,  retired  U.S.  Army 
chief  of  chaplains  and  current¬ 
ly  executive  director  of  chap¬ 
laincy  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
North  American  Mission  Board 
in  Alpharetta,  Ga.,  says  what 
-is  happening  at  Fort  Leonard 
Wood  is  not  an  exception.  “Our 
troops,  who  are  increasingly 
hungry  for  truth  and  relevancy 
in  their  lives,  are  finding  a  faith 
that  works  through  a  personal 
relationship  with  the  Lord  Je¬ 
sus  Christ. 

“The  current  spiritual 
awakening  at  Fort  Leonard 
Wood  is  indicative  of  a  great 
move  of  God  taking  place 
within  the  Armed  Services  to¬ 
day."  Carver  says: 

■  More  than  2,000  troops 
gathered  in  Doughboy  Stadi¬ 
um  at  Fort  Benmng,  Ga.,  this 
past  Easter  to  celebrate  the 
Resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ. 

■  Army  chaplains  are  cur¬ 
rently  baptizing  an  average  of 
70  soldiers  during  every  basic 
combat  training  cycle  at  Fort 
Jackson,  S.C. 


Sis 


WELL-ATTENDED  —  Soldiers  gather  tor  a  July  29  chapel  ser¬ 
vice  at  Fort  Leonard  Wood  in  Missouri,  where  U.S.  Army  Chaplain 
(Capt  )  Jose  Rondon  serves  as  a  chaplain  at  the  facility.  Rondon 
has  seen  more  than  1,400  soldiers  come  to  faith  at  Fort  Leonard 
Wood  since  March  (BP  photo) 


■  The  U.S.  Air  Force  Chap¬ 
laincy  recently  rolled  out  a 
new  program  called  Faith- 
Works,  which  is  a  collection 
of  evidence-based  programs 
and  materials  promoting  spir¬ 
itual  resilience  for  airmen  and 
their  families. 

■  The  military  has  built 
more  chapels  since  9/11  than 
any  other  period  of  American 
history  except  World  War  II. 

In  the  past  two  years. 
Southern  Baptist  military 
chaplains  have  reported  there 
have  been  tens  of  thousands 
of  professions  of  faith  and 


thousands  of  baptisms,  Carv¬ 
er  says. 

“Historically,  God  has  often 
used  the  military  as  a  catalyst 
for  revival,’  he  notes.  “Many 
attribute  the  spread  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  in  the  first  centur 
to  Roman  soldiers  deplo 
throughout  the  Roman  1 
pire.  The  Lord  is  answering 
our  prayers  for  revival  within 
our  military  communities. 

“I’ve  prayed  for  over  40 
years  for  our  troops  and  their 
families  to  experience  the  re¬ 
ality  of  Jesus  Christ  in  a  new 
and  fresh  way.” 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and 
photographs  of  special  events  that  take  place  in  cooperating 
churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 

or  outside  organizations  wit  not  be  published 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  email  addreus  below,  and  must  be  included  in  the 
message  segment  of  an  email  form.  Secondary  method:  news 
may  be  typewntten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11 -inch  pa¬ 
per  and  mailed.  All  articles  must  be  received  in  writing:  no  ar¬ 
ticles  wit  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Due  to  ever-present 
virus  threats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted.  Photograph 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  are  permissible 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the  who.  what.  when, 
where  details  of  the  ciory.  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  taler!  tone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronacaty  via  email,  as 
attachments  in  JPEG  format.  Hard  copy  photographs  mailed 
through  the  postal  service  win  not  be  accepted.  Photographs 
must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  weH-Itghted  Photographs  must  depict 
people.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  obfectonly  photographs  will 
be  printed.  Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures  and 
objectionable  clothing  will  not  be  published.  Cell  phone  photo¬ 
graphs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do  not  reproduce  well 
on  newsprint  are  generally  not  publishable 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
will  be  published,  and  unsolicited  material  wifl  not  be 
acknowledged  or  returned  AH  news  items  are  subject  to 
editing,  and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News 
items  and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time  only. 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  data  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will  be 
published  on  a  space-available  basis  These  guidelines  are 
not  meant  to  be  exhaustive. 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.0.  Box  530.  Jackson. 
MS  39205-0630  FAX  (001)  292-3330.  E-mail  bapbstrecordC 
mbcb.org. 
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Truth  is  not  relative. 

Find  il  in  the  One  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life. 

simply  share  the  following  prayer  with  God 
in  your  own  words: 

*  *  I.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  II  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  mv  sins 
<05"  and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 

Mk  {.  I  believe  )csus  died  and  rose  from  the 

grave  to  forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
•j  my  relationship  with  you. 

j 01^  (I  believe  in  |esus.) 

4.  Bv  faith,  I  invite  |esus  Christ  into  my  life. 
From  this  time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him.  it  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior  and  Lord.) 
Hul  as  man)  as  re <  eil ed  liiw.  to  Ilian  hv  g.t\  e  lhi‘  right  In  bet  o me  <  hildren  of 
Cud,  ft  ai  In  those  who  heline  in  his  name.”  l/ohn  1:12) 
If  you  make  a  tlet  ision  for  C  hrist  today,  contact  a  local  Southern  Baptist  church 

for  Spiritual  guidance. 


GUIDESTONE 

con t.  from  p.  1 


reminds  us  daily  that  we  exist 
to  honor  the  Lord  by  being  a 
lifelong  partner  with  our  par¬ 
ticipants  in  enhancing  their  fi¬ 
nancial  security,"  GuideStone 
President  O.S.  Hawkins  said. 
“That  connects  us  to  William 
Lunsford’s  early  charge  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
and  it  carries  us  forward  to 
continue  to  serve  our  partici¬ 
pants  with  excellence. 

Today,  GuideStone  is  a 
$i5-billion  financial  services 
organization  serving  nearly  a 
quarter-million  pastors,  pro¬ 
fessors,  ministers,  missionar¬ 
ies,  hospital  workers,  and  oth¬ 
er  ministry  workers.  Through 
its  affiliate  GuideStone  Funds, 
an  award-winning  family  of 
24  mutual  funds  and  risk 
profiles,  church  and  ministry 
staff  are  able  to  invest  witn 
the  nation’s  largest  Christian- 
screened  mutual  fund  family. 


GuideStone 

Financial  Resources 


piwvracu  iui,  nawMiis  saiu.  nuiry  »oara  oi  tne  southern  I  ||§ 

I  don’t  know  of  any  other  Baptist  Convention  for  sev-  II 

ministiy  that  is  able  to  guar-  eral  decades.  IB 

antee  that  ioo%  of  gifts  go  to  In  May  1918.  Lunsford  E  II 

help  people  in  need.  stood  before  the  messengers  ll 

Hawkins,  a  pastor  and  pro-  to  the  SBC’s  annual  meet-  if 

lific  writer  before  becoming  ing  in  Hot  Springs,  Ar.,  and  1,1  fl 

president  of  GuideStone,  do-  voiced  a  clarion  call:  “Give  .'jj 

yourself  wholeheartedly  to  I  :•  IB 

the  work.  We’ll  stand  back  of  ... 

you.  If  you  fall  in  the  work, 
you  die, 

iv  your  family  HIHH 
1  grow  old  in 

omfort  you  in  MOVE  SCHEDULED 
your  declining  years."  Resources  of  the  Souths 

„  ,  - „  -  That  charge  has  never  nacte  Tower  tn  North  Da 

“  weS,“.y^P:  H.ow  b)  steayed  far  from  tte  hearts  location.  The  currant  Gui 
of  GuideStone  s  subsequent  District  has  been  sold  to 
r  ,  .  ,  leaders,  said  Hawkins,  the  en- 

re  re  on  a  mission  to  pro-  tity’s  president  since  1997.  ecumenist  who  hetwm 
ifienitv  tn  m.n  “lima  firm  believer  that  donated  nearly  one 

as  we  care  for  this  ministry,  dollars  to  its  efforts. 

,,  .  -  we  should  never  stray  far  from 

them  to  serve,"  Hawkins  Lunsford’s  original  vision  — 
said.  "It’s  our  joy  and  humble  and  that’s  true  for  any  leader 
duty  to  serve  them  in  their  of  any  organization,"  Hawkins 
sunset  years."  said.  "We  are  stewards  for  a 

small  snapshot  in  time  until 

Centennial  noted  'VSZSSSmb* 

GuideStone’s  trustees  cel-  ed  by  a  $100,000 


nates  all  of  his  author’s  roy 
aides  and  proceeds  to  benefit 

Mission:  Dignity  from  his  best  , _ _ 

selling  Code  series  of  devo-  we'll  care  for 
donate  -  The  Joshua  Code;  we  will  not  al 
The  Jesus  Code;  The  James  to  suffer.  If  v 
Code;  The  Daniel  Code;  The  the  work,  wel 
GuideStone  also  provides  Christmas  Code;  The  Believ- 
support  for  nearly  1,800  re-  er’s  Code;  and  The  Nehemiah 

tired  Southern  Baptist  pas-  - U  „  ,, 

tors  and  their  widows  living  Influence  with  Vision,  Integ- 
near  the  poverty  line.  rity,  and  Purpose. 

When  William  Lunsford  "Wc’r:  _ _ "__Z _ — 

first  offered  the  vision  for  vide  dignity  to  some  men 'and 
what  has  become  GuideStone,  women  who  have  not  been  for- 
he  was  concerned  for  the  gotten  by  the  Lord  who  called 


August  20,  GuideStone  will  a  unique  benefit  structure  to 
move  from  its  headquarters  provide  peace  of  mind  while 
of  29  years  in  Dallas’  Uptown  costing  significantly  less  than 
neighborhood  to  new  leased  a  comprehensive  plan, 
space  10  miles  north  of  the  Ensuring  churches  have 
city  center.  The  new  location  adequate  property  and  casu- 
wiu  help  foster  collaboration,  alty  insurance  is  another  key 
innovation,  and  efficiency  to  component  of  GuideStone’s 
help  GuideStone’8  425  work-  ministry.  Through  an  alliance 
era  better  serve  participants  with  Brotherhood  Mutual 
today  and  into  the  future.  Insurance  Company  of  Ft. 

“We  are  indeed  a  minis-  Wayne,  In.,  GuideStone  works 
try  that  adopts  best  business  to  help  churches  protect  their 
practices  for  the  benefit  of  people  and  property, 
those  we  serve,"  said  John  R. 

!S  L.C.I  church  focus 

challenge  our  people  to  look  GuideStone,  Hawkins  em- 
for  new  opportunities  to  serve  phasized,  is  committed  to  the 
our  participants,  to  anticipate  local  church  and  its  people, 
their  needs  and  to  exceed  “All  of  our  sister  entities  in 
their  expectations.  Southern  Baptist  life  are  fo- 

“This  new  office  space  will  cused  on  the  message  of  the 
help  us  have  the  physical  fa-  Gospel,  and  we  are  thankful 
ciltties  to  better  accomplish  for  each  of  them.  We  are  the 
how  we  work  today  and  into  only  entity,  though,  that  is  fo- 
the  future."  cused  on  the  messenger  of  the 

Gospel. 

“It  is  our  sincere  hope  and 
heart  that  as  we  close  out  our 
first  century  and  embark  on 
our  second  that  we  do  so  with 
a  fleeting  glance  to  honor  the 

Et  and  learn  from  it,  but 
th]  a  focused  gaze  to  the 
ire  and  what  the  Lord  will 
do  through  us  for  those  whom 
He  has  called  to  serve  Him." 

For  more  information  on 
GuideStone,  visit  www. guide- 
stone. org/ 


Aiming  high 

Another  part  of  that  future 
is  continuing  to  work  to  en¬ 
sure  that  pastors  have  best- 
in-class  options  for  investing 
their  retirement  savings,  and 
that  pastors  and  churches 
have  access  to  health  care 
options  that  meet  their 
unique  needs. 

Meeting  the  needs  of 
churches  with  health  care  cov- 
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Mr.  k  Mrs.  Barry  Lenard 
Ms.  Nancy  Harris 
Mr.  fit  Mrs.  Troy  L  Xing 
Mrs.  Mary  Gknn  Ha,  riaon 
Mary  SSC,  FBC  Cohimbia 
Ms.  Louise  Fletcher  Hoflmgsworth 
Wayne,  Genie,  and  Jareniy 
Powell 

Mr.  Guy  Hoteton 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Daniel  A.  Smith 
Ms.  Totsy  Puller  James 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  Rotfe 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Brent  Wood 
Melissa  Magee 
Ms.  Katie  Jones 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Arthur  D.  Burnett 
Ms.  M>ts  Hughes  Kirkland 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jackie  Wooiey 


Please  follow 
The  Baptisf 
Children's  villac 
on  Facebook 
and  Twitter. 


www.  facebook.  com/ 
thebaptistchildrensviffage 

www.  twi  tier,  com/thebcv 


JULY  1-15 


Mi  Naan  Wilbaimoo 
Mr.  k  Mis.  Jimmy  Jenldm 
Mr.  Sun  Wifaon 


The  BCV  employs  Christian,  mis* ion-minded,  husband  and  wife 
teams,  without  dependent  children  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the  position 
of  Houseparents.The  couples  must  be  mature  Christian  adults  with 
personal  integrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation  with  standards 
and  ethics  expected  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist  Children's  Vil¬ 
lage  staff. 

They  receive  a  salary  with  benefits  and  are  provided  a  private  bed¬ 
room  and  meals  while  on  duty.  The  primary  job  responsibility  of 
Housepa  rents  is  to  maintain  a  home-like  environment  that  models 
healthy,  Christian  family  living  for  children  and  youth  residents. They 
are  the  primary  caregivers  and  help  with  everything  from  trans¬ 
portation  and  homework  to  laundry  and  meals  when  on  duty. 

Houseparent  responsibilities  are  varied  and  somewhat  depend¬ 
ent  upon  which  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is  as¬ 
signed.  However,  all  Houseparent*  need  to  be  in  good  physical, 
mental  and  emotional  health. They  must  be  cooperative  and  com¬ 
fortable  working  in  a  team  environment 

To  oppty  for  the  current  Houseparent  openings,  please  contact 
Celeste  Cade  at  ccade@baptlstchildrensvillage.com  or  601-922- 
2242. 

A  complete  job  description  and  application  may  be  downloaded 
at  www.baptistchildrensviBage.com. 


JULY  16-31 


Thankful  •  2  Samuel  22:26-36,  50-51 


Today’s  lesson  has  several  Psalms  Da¬ 
vid  wrote  expressing  gratitude  to  God  for 
His  blessings  and  care.  Therefore  I  will 
give  thanks  to  you  among  the  nations, 
LORD;  I  will  sing  praises  about  your 
name.  He  is  a  tower  of  salvation  for  bis 
king;  he  shows  loyalty  to  his  anointed, 
to  David  and  his  descendants  forever,*  a 
Samuel  22:50-51  (CSB).  David  is  taking 
a  grand  view  of  what  God  has  done  for 
Hun.  God’s  blessings  were  so  bountiful 
and  wonderful  that  King  David  was  go¬ 
ing  to  brag  about  God's  abundant  care  to 
and  in  all  the  nations.  God’s  abundance 
caused  David  to  sing  about  His  name  to 
all  the  nations,  not  limited  to  just  Israel. 

David  let  it  be  known  that  any  time 
he  sang  psalms  about  his  LORD;  they 
would  be  praises— praises  about  His 
Name.  David  praised  Him  because  of 
His  loyalty  to  mm  personally  and  as  the 
anointed  King  of  Israel.  David  under¬ 
stood  God’s  loyalty  would  last  forever  to 
all  of  his  descendants.  The  fullest  mean¬ 
ing  of  this  promise  comes  to  us  through 
Jesus  Christ,  David’s  descendant  who 
fulfills  the  promise  of  David’s  descen¬ 
dant  on  his  thrown  forever. 

As  New  Testament  Christians,  we  can 
have  an  even  richer  understanding  of 
a  jsus  Christ  as  the  King  of  King’s  reign¬ 
ing  on  David’s  eternal  thrown.  This  in¬ 


creased  New  Testament  understanding 
can  give  us  even  greater  spiritual  appre-  b 
ciation  of  the  truths  in  David’s  Psalms  ii 
here  in  2  Samuel  22  and  23.  'David  sang  d 
to  the  Lord  the  words  of  this  song  when  n 
the  LORD  delivered  him  from  the  hands  u 
of  all  his  enemies  and  from  the  hand  of  h 
Saul,’  2  Samuel  22:1  (NIV).  The  psalm  m 
that  follows  was  probably  written  very  e 
early  in  Da¬ 
vid's  adult  MHaw*-.. 
life—  some 
of  it  maybe 
even  before 
he  ascended 
the  throne 


We  stationed  ourselves  on  a  cliff  and 
began  to  watch  for  our  buck  to  come 
into  view  with  a  good  shot  to  harvest  the 
deer  that  would  certainly  come  just  any 
minute.  What  happened  next  was  a  very 
unpleasant  surprise.  We  noticed  other 
hunters  on  the  other  side  of  the  valley.  It 
was  actually  not  very  far  across  the  open 
expanse  of  the  valley,  although  it  would 
have  been  a 


Explore 


of  Judah. 

David 
and  manv 
other  po¬ 
ets  were 

impressed  with  the  strength  of  rocks  as 
a  great  place  to  hide  from  danger.  As  a 
teenager,  I  had  opportunity  to  come  to 
appreciate  the  safety  that  a  large  rock  can 
provide.  My  Dad  and  I  were  deer  hunting 
tn  the  high  mountains  of  the  National  For¬ 
est  in  New  Mexico.  We  went  up  a  fairly 
large  draw  between  two  sheer  Niffo  and 
then  chose  a  spot  on  one  side  of  the  val¬ 
ley  where  we  had  a  good  view  of  deer  or 
anything  dae  moving  in  the  valley  below. 


with  Don 


.  major  hike  to 

get  across  to 
them.  They 
were  being 
very  loud 
and  boister¬ 
ous,  defi¬ 
nitely  not 
hunting  well. 

— -  We  watched 

them,  pretty 

certain  they  were  not  aware  we  were 
there.  Then  it  became  obvious  that  they 
were  drunk  and  mishandling  their  high- 
powered  rifles. 

Someone  in  that  party  fired  across  the 
valley  in  our  general  direction.  We  could 
hear  the  whistle  of  that  shell,  while  may¬ 
be  not  that  dose  and  almost  certainly 
not  aimed  at  us.  My  dad  moved  us  very 
quietly  off  the  exposed  cliff  and  behind 
a  very  large  bolder  [rock].  We  waited  in 


the  deft  of  the  rock  until  we  were  certain 

party  left  That  incident  tumpenedwSf 
over  55  years  ago  but  I  still  understand 
the  thought  behind  this  phrase  in  David’s 
psalm,  ‘my  God  is  my  rock,  in  whom  I 
take  refuge,  my  shield,  and  the  horn  of 
my  salvation.  He  is  my  stronghold,  my 
refuge  and  my  savior— from  violent  men 
you  save  me,  2  Samuel  22:3  (NIV). 

David  was  attacked  by  violent  men 
who  intended  to  kill  him  and  God  saved 
him.  My  dad  and  I  only  had  to  avoid  ac¬ 
cidental  danger  (some  careless  hunter^ 
will  shoot  anything  that  moves  and  we 
used  the  rock  to  not  be  seen  moving). 
David  said  the  rock  (God)  was  his  for¬ 
tress,  his  refuge,  his  savior.  God  ie  more 
than  a  place  to  hide,  he  is  an  active  savior 
leading  us  to  safety  and  providing  salva¬ 
tion  even  when  He  has  to  take  the  initia¬ 
tive  to  bring  us  salvation.  Only  God  has 
the  ability  to  always  successfully  provide 
salvation  if  we  call  on  Him. 

David  said,  actually  sang,  ‘He  shows 
unfailing  kindness  to  his  anointed,’  2 
Samuel  22:51b  (NIV).  A  valid  definition 
of  ‘anointed’  is  chosen. 

Hicks  is  assodational  missions  di¬ 
rector  for  Jasper  Association  m  Bap 
Springs. 


Prioritize  •  Nehemiah  6:1-3,  15-16;  8:1-3,  5-8 


Nehemiah  worked  on  the  wall  in 
spite  of  difficult  circumstances.  God 
nad  assigned  him  a  task;  and  Nehemi¬ 
ah  was  committed.  While  performing  a 
God-given  task.  I've  often  wondered;  if 
new  circumstances  were  God’s  way  of 


God's  Word  and  Prayer,  the  Holy  Spirit 
can  direct  us.  When  we  drift  away  from 
God,  we  are  uncertain  and  fearful. 

Jesus  promised  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
would  come  and  lead  us  (John  14:15- 
31).  How  do  we  discern  the  voice  of  the 
Holy  Spirit?  I  can  be  in  a  crowd,  but. 


that  the  messages  were  not  from  God 
(vs.  12),  and  mat  his  enemies  were 
Tsoping  to  intimidate’  him  and  make 
him  ‘tin,*  resulting  in  Nehemiah 's  be¬ 
ing  discredited  (vs.  13).  Nehemiah  re¬ 
fused  to  be  distracted,  and  he  prayed 


hear  and  obey  the  Word  of  God  (Psalm 
119;  Matthew  13:1-23;  Hebrews  4:12; 
James  1:22).  Jesus  said,  ‘My  sheep  lis¬ 
ten  to  my  voice;  I  know  them,  and  they 
follow  me."  John‘io:27  (NLTJ  The  more 
time  we  spend  in  the  Word,  the  easier  it 


husband  and  my  father.  I  have  spent  so 
much  time  with  both  of  these  men  that 
I  immediately  recognize  their  voices.  So 
it  is  with  God.  When  you  spend  time  in 
His  Word  and  in  prayer,  you  learn  to 
hear  His  voice. 

Nehemiah  6:1-3,  15-16.  Stay  fo¬ 
cused  on  the  task  until  God’s  work 
is  completed.  Chapter  6  begins  with 
the  wall  almost  complete  and  Nehemi¬ 
ah 's  enemies  still  in  pursuit.  Nehemiah 
received  a  message  from  Sanballat  and 
Geshem,  asking  him  to  meet  them.  He 
immediately  recognized  an  evil  plot,  so 
he  sent  word  that  he  was  working  and 
could  not  come.  Nehemiah’s  enemies 
were  persistent,  sending  the  message 
multiple  times  (vs.  4-11).  He  realized 


sage  to  change  direction;  therefore,  Ne¬ 
hemiah  continued  with  the  task  that  he 
had  been  given  to  accomplish.  As  a  re¬ 
sult,  the  wall  was  completed  the  same 
month,  and  people  everywhere  gave 
God  the  glory  (vs.  15-16). 

Nehemiah  8:1-3.  God’s  Word 
deserves  our  attention.  Chapter  8 
begins  with  . 

the  people  ii 
“assembled 

with  a  uni-  . , 

Bj*te  Studies  fo 

NLl),  to  Lisa  Bannistci 

hear  Kzra 
the  scribe  I 
read  the  | 

Book  of  the 
Law  of  Mo¬ 
ses,  ‘which  the  Lord  had  riven  for  Israel 
to  obey.’  (vs.  ic  -  NLT)  The  Jews  have 
been  registered  and  returned  to  their 
homes  (Chapter  7).  Now  they  desire  to 
hear  from  God. 

Throughout  Scripture,  Old  and  New 
Testaments,  Believers  are  instructed  to 


ie-  the  tasks  God  has  given  Him.  By  study- 
he  ing  the  Scriptures,  Believers  learn  tne 
re-  characteristics  of  their  Heavenly  Fa¬ 
me  ther.  The  actions  and  ploys  of  the  en- 
ive  emy  become  more  apparent. 

Nehemiah  8:5-8.  God’s  Word  is 
rd  to  be  both  read  and  studied.  Paul 
•  8  instructed  Timothy  to  study  the  Word 
*>  that  he 
/i-jHBMESTa  wouldn’t  be 
■HbU|  ashamed 

for  Life  9BKJ  ImpIi  thii 


teach  the 
Word.  (2 
Timothy 
2:15)  Paul 
used  Scrip¬ 
ture  to  de¬ 
fend  him¬ 
self  (Acts  22,  23),  to  plead  the  cause 
of  Christ  (Acts  17:2;  18:4-5),  and  to 
encourage  Believers.  When  he  ap¬ 
peared  before  Festus,  Paul  was  accused 
by  Festus  of  being  insane  because  of 
his  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  (Acts 
26:24).  Neither  the  Believer,  nor  the 


nonBeUever  doubted  Paul’s  knowledge 
of  the  Scripture. 

Throughout  Scripture  in  passages 
such  as  a  Kings  23  (King  Josiah),  die 
Word  of  God  was  read  and  men  were 
convicted  and  motivated.  Ezra  read 


in  to  praise:  Then 
down  and  worshiped  the  Lord  with 
their  faces  to  the  ground."  Nehemiah 
8:5-6  (NLT) 

Romans  12:2  instructs  Believers  to  "... 
let  God  transform  you  into  a  new  person 
by  changing  the  way  you  think.  Then  you 
will  learn  to  know  God's  will  for  you, 
which  is  good  and  pleasing  and  perfect." 
Believers  change  thought  patterns  and 
beliefs  by  reading  and  studying  the  Word 
of  God.  As  we  ezamine  the  Scriptures,  we 
come  to  know  Who  God  is.  We  love  Him 
for  His  mercy,  justice,  and  consistency. 
We  read  the  accounts  of  biblical  heroes 
to  learn  the  character  and  magnificence 
of  a  God  Who  performs  mighty  miracles, 
yet,  cares  about  the  smallest  detail  of  a 
person’s  life.  And  as  we  read  and  study, 
our  thinking  6  transformed  and  we  are 
motivated  to  live  a  life  that  exemplifies 
our  savior  (Galatians  2:20).  keading  and 
studying  Scripture  should  be  a  priority 
in  the  Believer’s  life. 

Bannister  is  a  member  of  Woodville 
Church,  Woodville.  » 


GUY 

coot,  from  p.2 

some  men  count  slackness;  but 
is  longsuffering  (makrothu- 
meno  -  extremely  patient) 
toward  us,  not  willing  (boulo- 


mai  -  not  willing;  nor  deter¬ 
mined)  that  any  (tis  -  anyone) 
should  perish,  (apollumi  -  be 
lost)  but  that  all  (pas  -  anyone 
and  everyone)  should  come  to 
repentance  (metanoia  -  have 
a  true  change  toward  God).’  (2 
Pet.  3=9)- 


The  translation  for  these 
verses  is  from  the  Greek 
Lexicon,  used  by  scholars  to 
translate  the  Scripture.  There 
are  many  other  verses  I  could 
have  listed  but  for  the  sake  of 
space,  I  listed  those  that  are 
easily  understood. 


We  can  see  that  Paul  was 
not  a  Calvinist  and  that  Jesus 
died  for  all  mankind.  Does 
this  mean  all  will  be  saved? 
No!  Salvation  is  a  choice 
and  if  you  haven't  made  that 
choice,  I  pray  that  you  make 
it.  Here  is  a  further  lesson: 


Never  accept  anything  as 
“truth"  that’s  based  on  one 
verse  of  Scripture. 

Guy  is  pastor  of  Coat 
Church,  Magee.  He  may  be 
contacted  at  dgevanmit/bbell- 
south.net. 
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Evangelism  and 
leadership  focus 
of  NAMB  group 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  throughout  North  America 
The  Southern  Baptist  North  who  will  promote  and  cham- 
American  Mission  Board  pion  the  cause  of  evangelism. 
(NAMB)  is  launching  an  The  pastors,  while  still  lead- 
evangelism  and  leadership  ing  their  churches,  will  speak 
group  that  will  promote  evan-  on  behalf  of  NAMB  and  help 
gelism  among  Southern  Bap-  create  resources  that  pastors 
tist  churches,  provide  evan-  and  churches  can  utilize, 
gelistic  resources,  and  equip  NAMB  has  had  a  part- 
pastors  to  help  their  congre-  nership  with  the  Timothy- 
gations  become  more  evange-  Barnabas  ministry  for  sev- 
IisticaJly  active.  era]  years,  allowing  it  to 

Jim  Law,  who  currently  expand  into  new  regions  of 
serves  as  executive  pastor  at  North  America  and  offering 
First  Church  in  Woodstock,  scholarships  to  pastors  who 
Ga.,  will  serve  as  executive  di-  otherwise  could  not  afford 
rector  of  the  new  group.  to  attend.  In  June,  Timo- 

‘  Everything  we  do  at  thy- Barnabas  founder  Hunt 
NAMB  is  focused  on  sharing  shared  with  NAMB  trustees 
the  hope  of  the  Gospel,'  said  that  he  was  giving  the  minis- 
NAMB  president  Kevin  Ezell,  try  fully  to  NAMB. 

“This  group  will  serve  every  In  the  area  of  leadership, 
church  ana  every  pastor  that  the  new  NAMB  group  will 
wants  to  become  more  mo-  offer  expanded  equipping 
bilized  and  more  evangelist!-  events  including  nmothy- 
cally  effective.'  Bamabus  one-  or  two-day 

As  executive  director,  labs  focusing  on  a  particular 
Law  will  provide  day-to-day  area  of  pastoral  leadership, 
leadership  for  the  group.  In  possibly  regional  evangelism 
his  nearly  28  years  at  First  trainings;  Timothy-  Barnabus 
Church,  Woodstock,  Law  retreats  for  pastors  and  their 
helped  make  the  church  one  wives;  and  the  Timothy-Bam- 
of  the  top  evangelistic  church-  abas  Institute,  a  new  two-year 
es  in  North  America.  mentoriiw  opportunity  for 

With  former  Southern  pastors  directed  by  NAMB's 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  national  director  of  young 
president  Johnny  Hunt  serv-  leaders,  Jo..'  Akin, 
mg  as  senior  pastor  and  more  .  Law  hopes  NAMB's  new  ef- 
than  6,000  in  wpekJy  worship  fort  in  evangelism  will  espe- 
attendance,  Fuat  Church,  dally  succeed  in  connecting 
Woodstock  is  a  leader  in  in-  with  younger  pastors  in  the 
ternational  missions  and  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
church  planting  in  North  (SBC).  'Some  of  the  sharpest 
America.  leaden  we  have  are  our  voung 

'All  evangelism  goes  back  leaden.  They  are  our  future, 
to  the  local  church,*  Law  said.  We  need  to  start  investing 
'What’s  important  to  the  pas-  in  them  more  and  give  them 
tor  will  be  important  to  his  seats  around  the  table, 
congregation.  I  want  to  help  That  is  one  of  my  priori- 
make  evangelism  the  top  on-  ties.  We  won’t  have  a  denomi- 
ority  and  help  pastors  lead  nation  tomorrow  if  we  don't 
then  people  in  that  direction.'  develop  these  young  leaden. 

The  new  evangelism  and  We  need  their  enthusiasm  in 
leadership  group  wHl  include  the  SBC.* 
a  national  evangelism  team  Law  will  start  in  his  new 
made  up  of  local  pastors  role  with  NAMB  on  October  l. 


Booneville  crusade  nets  j 
hundreds  of  professions 

BOONEVILLE,  Ms.  (Spa-  tion  years  ago  but  decided,  to  'All  the  times  I  ever  dealt 
cial)  —  More  than  600  people  be  acripturaUy  baptized.  with  (the  prisoner],  he  treated 

made  commitments  to  Christ  Crusade  Chairman  Marty  me  with  respect.  [He]  was  in 
during  the  Northeast  Missis-  Roberts,  pastor  of  Oak  Hill  and  out  of  jau  and  prison  regu- 
sippi  GO  TELL  Crusade  April  Church  in  Booneville,  said,  larly,*  Tolar  recalled. 

15-18  in  Tiger  Stadium  on  the  "What  a  mighty  move  of  God  As  he  offered  him  a  ride 
campus  of  Northeast  Missis-  we  experienced  in  Booneville,  home  from  the  crusade,  To- 
sippi  Community. College  in  Miss.,  during  the  Northeast  lar  said,  '[The  prisoner]  was 
Booneville.  Mississippi  GO  TELL  Crusade,  sobbing  the  whole  time.  I  told 

Evangelist  Rick  Gage,  Two  years  of  praying,  plan-  him  how  proud  I  was  of  him 
founder  of  GO  ning,  and  preparation  came  and  encouraged  him  to  get 

TELL  Ministries  together  over  a  four-night  pe-  involved  with  a  local  church, 

in  Duluth,  Ga.,  nod.  He  told  me  that  Brother  Rex 

led  the  crusade  T  heard  one  man  make  this  Bullock  had  invited  him  many 

with  help  from  statement:  'During  the  time  times  to  church.’ 

team  evange-  of  invitation,  it  looked  like  Bullock,  pastor  of  East 

lists  Scott  Camp  cows  headed  toward  water  as  Pleasant  Ridge  Church  in 

of  Texas  ana  people  came  to  the  stage  area,  Baldwyn,  is  not  only  the  sher- 

Adrian  Despres  GAGE  responding  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  iffs  pastor  but  also  a  child- 

of  South  Caroli-  How  thirsty  our  towns  have  hood  friend  of  the  prisoner, 

oa.  During  the  crusade  week,  become,  longing  for  a  move-  Tolar  said  he  and  Bullock  both 
more  than  8,000  attended  ment  of  God.  cried  as  they  discussed  the 

the  four-night  outreach  and  1  am  thankful  for  all  that  life-changing  decision  made 
nearly  3,000  students  were  the  Lord  did  and  continues  by  the  prisoner, 
reached  through  GO  TELL’s  to  do  in  our  small  town.  I  am  Patrick  Eaton,  a  member  of 
nationally  acclaimed  ON  thankful  for  the  opportunity  East  Booneville  Church,  said. 
TRACK  Assembly  program.  to  work  alongside  many  of  our  "My  family  of  six  is  now  all 
Before  the  crusade  began,  area  pastors  and  the  GO  TELL  saved.  To  God  be  the  Glory!’ 

45  salvation  decisions  were  Team.  I  encourage  you  to  start  Pastor  Keith  Phillips  of  | 
made  by  people  who  attended  praying  about  having  a  GO  Westside  Church  in  Baldwyn 
the  Pre-Crusade  Rally  April  11  TELL  Crusade  in  your  area.*  noted,  This  week  I  watched 
at  Prentiss  County  Agn  Cen-  Among  the  most  amazing  my  25-year -old  daughter  lead- 
ter  in  Booneville  and  the  Pre-  transformations  was  when  a  ing  girls  to  the  Lord.  I  watched 
Crusade  Block  Party  on  April  former  prisoner  decided  to  my  son-in-law  leading  peo-  I 
7  at  Eastside  Park,  also  in  give  his  life  to  the  Lord  after  pie  to  Christ.  I  watched  my 
Booneville.  nearing  the  Gospel  message  21-year-old  son  leading  people 

GO  TELL  Ministries  unit-  broadcast  over  the  sound  sys-  to  Jesus.  I  watched  my  wife 
ed  a  variety  of  evangelistic  tem  as  he  was  walking  to  a  leading  people  to  Christ, 
churches  in  Prentiss  County  nearby  convenience  store.  T  had  the  joy  of  assist- 

to  prepare  the  way  for  this  'Apparently,  the  Lord  ing  many  counselors  as  well  I 
evangelistic  crusade.  was  tugging  at  his  heart  and  as  counseling  myself,  but  the  ] 

Among  the  follow-up  re-  he  knew  he  needed  to  turn  greatest  ioy  was  when  my  1 
suits  were  that  eight  of  tne  10  around  and  come  back,’  said  20-year-old  daughter,  who  | 
baptisms  on  April  22  at  East  Prentiss  County  Sheriff  Ran-  I  hadn't  seen  in  three-and- 
Booneville  Church  were  peo-  dy  Tolar,  who  noted  he  has  a-half  years,  came  to  Christ, 
pie  who  trusted  Christ  during  known  the  prisoner  since  he  Praise  God!’ 
the  GO  TELL  Crusade.  The  was  a  local  teenager  who  had  For  more  information, 
other  two  were  people  who  become  trapped  in  a  cycle  of  visit  NMSgotell.org,  and  Go- 
had  trusted  in  Jesus  for  salva-  drug  abuse.  TellMinistnes.com. 


I 


